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Otepka Stil

Despite Firi

By the Adaocisied Press !

| on Payroll
ng by State

| The former security officer

Almost four montns ago, the,
State Department fired Otto F',
Otcpka, its former chief securi-!

ty cvaluator, for mubordma-[

tion. 1
Yet Mr. Otepka is still draw—

ing his salary—and will hkcly

remain  on the Government
payroll for some time, - '

Though officials at the Staieif

Department maintain that the
Otepka case i3 “being pursued,
in the normal adminjstrative;
process,” they acknowledge

.that the Johnson administration!

is reluctant to speed up this
process to avoid stepping on
sensitive loes In the Scnate
Internal Security Subcommittee.

Mr. Otepka was suspended|
September 23, 1963, and' charged,
with conduct *‘unbecoming an
officer of the Department of
State” by having allegedly
given classified documents to
the Senate subcommluea with-| |
out authorization.

Te was dismissed from his
$18,240-a-year post” Ndvember 5,
whcn the department-upheld the.

chargea ngamst h)m

S mend gl 0T O e
s 3 A .

ppdaled the dismissal and the
tat¢ Department, in accord-
ned with Civil Service regula-
lond, gave him a lst''of six
cn| ecarly iIn January from
to choose a hearing offi-

Dovelopment. All are equal in
ranN with Mr. Otepka.

. Otepka objected to the
saying he could not exs
bect|an impartial hearing {rom
Eny pf the men on the list,

department rejected his
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he flepartment, directly to the
Civil Service' Commissnon or to

ix men. Mr. ‘Otepka added,

en{ ingist,’ be would name
Fidwhrd A. Dragon of the AID
pMlice of emm'gency pIanning.

.

owqver, that should the departs -
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